hile civil rights warriors from decades ago believed that showing America its darkest and most unequal underbelly would challenge apathy and produce policy, activists today take a different view of the role of education. Since its beginnings in the summer of 2013, the goal of #BlackLivesMatter (#BLM) and the movement it inspired has not been to show, shame, or to teach people how and why Black lives matter, but rather to create the conditions for Black lives to thrive. Although technology, cell phone videos, and live streaming have provided a grim chronicle of violence against Black and Brown bodies, activists involved in #BLM have remained focused on structural change, accountability, and alternatives. Education is central to that. From the various organizations under the #BLM umbrella producing intellectual treatises and policy papers, to individual activists' deep commitment to the study of Black social protest movement tradition, to a commitment to educate people on the ongoing toll of racism, heteropatriarchy, and imperialism, #BLM has taken the United States to school.
This issue of Radical Teacher brings together a diverse collection of articles exploring educators' responses, strategies, and stories on how #BLM has informed their teaching practice, the content of their courses, and their personal relationship to colleagues, family, friends, and self. The editors have interspersed personal reflections throughout this introduction to highlight our multiple identities as educators, scholars, and activists, acknowledging there are no easy answers and daily infractions are real. At the moment of writing this, Terence Crutcher, a community college student in Tulsa, Oklahoma, was killed by police while driving home on September 19, 2016 and Keith Lamont Scott was killed in Charlotte, North Carolina.
We recognize the vulnerability of students outside of the classroom, and question how to keep the classroom a space of critical learning often in defiance of the mainstream topics and themes we are asked to teach. In reading each article and corresponding with contributors, we've come to understand that classrooms have become one of the crucibles for the #BLM movement to thrive, and that educators have transformed their pedagogy to create a nexus between the classroom and the streets. Finally, it was important for us to acknowledge that ongoing crisis and killings are happening all around us and shape the publication of this very issue. As such, this issue opens a conversation, and does not try to be definitive. We hope it will inspire further exchange and debate, and point to other paths of learning, activism, and struggle for social change.
A Politics of Reflection
The Black Lives Matter movement is being experienced in deeply personal and political ways. It is an embodied response to a political moment where the fate of Black and Brown bodies hang in the balance. Many of the articles offer personal reflections and calls to action, highlighting the role of social media, protest, and dialogue in and outside of the classroom. One of our intentions for this issue is to manifest the intersections made clear in the above reflection, those between the personal, the intellectual, and the pedagogical. Heather Moore's article -Teaching in Grief,‖ explores her struggle to cope with the death of a family member in police custody, and how her grief informed both pedagogical strategies and understandings of her own identity as a scholar and educator. Ileana Jiménez highlights her experience working with youth of color at the Little Red Schoolhouse, and how the creation of poetry and film offered a space for response and activism in New York City. Similarly, Prudence Cumberbatch and Nicole TrujilloPagán's article -Hashtag Activism‖ discusses the role social media plays in activist movements like Black Lives Matter, and their efforts to integrate these strategies into their syllabus, describing the use of Twitter and other platforms as a kind of "politics of interruption.‖ And, finally, an interview with the co-authors of the #CharlestonSyllabus, Chad Williams, Kidada E. Williams, and Keisha N. Blain offers a real world example of how a series of tragic events and the massacre at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina prompted a new model for socially-engaged scholarship that continues to spark dialogue on everything from racial justice, civil rights, and white supremacy to the African American church as an institution.
Confronting Systemic and Structural Issues
Black Lives Matter organizers have consistently pointed to a number of structural and systemic issuessuch as institutional forms of racism, the school to prison pipeline, mass incarceration, redlining, the repeal of the Voting Rights Act --as central to understanding the ongoing violence on Black communities in the United States and globally. School segregation is still very much an issue as well, with large school systems like New York City's amongst the most divided in the country. All this despite the Pew Research Center 1 pointing out that in 2014 the majority of students enrolled in the public school system in the United States are non-white. Yet, the reality is that the teaching population in the United States often looks quite different from the Black and Brown students found in many classrooms. Considering this, how do teacher allies make space for both white students and students of color, and explore the complexity of the Black Lives Matter movement and other civil rights struggles happening worldwide? Donna Troka and Dorcas Adedoja look at this from Emory University in Atlanta, GA., as does Reena N. Goldthree and Aimee Bahng at Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH.
Gender and sexuality are also central to this conversation. As a reflection on the tangled patterns of misogyny in the civil rights movement, the guiding evolved into a campus-wide movement for social and racial justice. Bahng and Goldthree outline a number of obstacles, some logistical, others conceptual, in developing an interdisciplinary and feminist course at a predominantly white Ivy League Institution. They describe their process as a -performative intervention of syllabus-creation-aspolitical-act.‖ They further elaborate on the complexities of adjunct labor, involving students in developing the course, and the organizing and activist efforts the course inspired. As many of the articles highlight, this work is complex and difficult, and necessitates more than merely compiling a list of resources for a syllabus, but rather inclusive and dynamic pedagogical approaches that are democratic,
critical, and open-ended. Specific texts, artifacts, and archives also played a substantial role in contributors' discussions and reflections of teaching connected to Black Lives Matter. Brandon Byrd's piece, for instance, uses the story of Celia, an enslaved young woman who was executed in 1855 for killing her master after years of sexual abuse, as a way to make connections to historical and ongoing statesanctioned violence against communities of color, and lay foundations for the study of black radicalism and resistance in the United States. Jesse Kohn discusses his use of TaNehisi Coates's -The Case for Reparations‖ and Amiri Baraka's Dutchman to inform an ongoing conversation about the Black Lives Matter movement in his U. S. survey course, describing his students' coming to terms with a range of issues from the complexity of white privilege to a recent incident of racism on campus. In -Liberation Through Education,‖ Danielle Wallace details her approach to teaching about #BlackLivesMatter in several seminar classes for students in Africana Studies. She describes her pedagogical method as a liberatory process, empowering students to think critically about the larger socio-economic and political systems that play a role in the ongoing struggle for equity and social justice.
In Solidarity
As an editorial collective, we found the process of reviewing and editing each of these articles both deeply emotional and inspiring. We hope this collection of stories and essays, artworks and reflections, will inspire further action, inquiry, and research on the Black Lives Matter movement worldwide. We encourage you to also look elsewhere at vital resources like the book reviews featured here in this issue, the Ferguson Syllabus, the African American Intellectual History Society's blog, and the Movement for Black Lives vision statement, among many others. Finally, we want to further recognize this collection is incomplete, but will hopefully open a space to further dialogue and exchange. This journal is published by the University Library System of theUniversity of Pittsburgh as part of its D-Scribe Digital Publishing Program, and is cosponsored by the University of Pittsburgh Press.
